
 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 The public meeting of the North Cornwall Township Planning Commission was held on 
Wednesday, March 26, 2014 at the North Cornwall Township Offices located at 320 South 18th Street, 
Lebanon, PA at 7:00PM.   In attendance were: 
 
Commission Members: 
Heidi Bingaman Ed Copenhaver Jim Brandt Bob Gearhart Harold Kreider 
Ralph Heister Jennifer Eirich 
 
Township Officials: 
Robin L. Getz, Sam Abram, Steve Sherk and Tom Long  
 
Public: 
Per Sign in sheet.  
 
1. Ms. Eirich called the meeting to order at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.    

 
 

2. Discussion-Stormwater Ordinance Amendment This discussion was as a result of Mr. 
Gearhart’s request during the last meeting to reintroduce the sliding scale provision with the 
exemption portion to be consistent with the County and surrounding municipalities.  Steve Sherk, 
Township Engineer, walked through some of the provisions that have led him to believe that this 
type of amendment would be legal.  He referred to a LCCWA meeting held in October, 2013 in 
which three DEP representatives attended.  He suggested including language to allow the 
township engineer the ability to render final decision especially in cases that could have a 
detrimental effect to the township be included as part of the amendment. 

 
Mr. Gearhart shared with members two pieces directly from the Lebanon County approved 
Stormwater Ordinance which was the exact language he was looking to have considered along 
with a BMP Operation & Maintenance Agreement which should also be considered. 
 
Following discussion related to the merit of the amendment the consensus was that the logic of 
these provisions was not the issue, but the concern for the township as a whole that by including 
this language it would not have an adverse legal impact from what their initial understanding of 
the provisions are. 
 
Bob then made motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors the addition of the Article 4 
language from the Lebanon County document and the appendix related to BMP and Operation and 
Maintenance language.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Copenhaver with all voting in favor. 
 
 

3. Approval – Minutes of February 26, 2014   Minutes approved on motion of Mr. Heister, 
seconded by Ms. Bingaman with all voting in favor. 

 
4. Discussion-May Meeting Date-Ms. Eirich reported that following the last meeting it was noted 

that there was a conflict with the meeting room on May 21st and as a result she was suggesting the  
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original date of May 28th stand as previously advertised.  She then made motion to officially 
restate that date, seconded by Mr. Heister with all voting in favor. 
 
 

5. Plan Briefing-Land Development Plan for Bollard (Frederick Chevrolet) John Poff of 
Matthew and Hockley was in attendance to present the plan which would be a7,500 square feet of 
office space consisting of a two-story building with 42 parking spaces.  He noted that comments 
from Steckbeck Engineering and the Lebanon County Planning Department were received and 
will be addressed moving forward.  The plan is to include a real estate office and coffee shop. 

 
Ms. Eirich had concerns with the request to waive the traffic study especially knowing the 
condition of the 72/Isabel intersection. She questioned if Springwood had included this use in the 
study.  In the same line Mr. Brandt inquired if anyone could be utilizing this facility and wondered 
about the additional traffic.   
 
There was discussion related to the setbacks, traffic and zoning.  Mr. Heister pointed out that back 
when the zoning was modified there was a proposed mix use area that had certain floor area 
restriction in order to minimize any potential load to the infrastructure.  He also inquired about the 
noted zoning errors. 
 

 
6. Discussion – DRAFT SLDO Ordinance–Mr. Gearhart commented that he did not see a specific 

list concerning what was intended to be pulled from the Zoning ordinance.   He wondered if this 
document would also standardize the format of the developers’ agreements in order to streamline 
the process with consistency. He wanted to make sure the templates for these documents was 
included in the appendix 

 
Mr. Heister agreed that certain design standards should be in the SLDO and not the Zoning 
ordinance and that anything related to soil types made sense to be in the SLDO as well. 
 
Ms. Getz relayed that she had reached out to Rettew in the afternoon to again request the list as 
requested and will provide the information as soon as it is available. 

 
7. Discussion-Supervisor Abram; upcoming year projects Mr. Abram introduced himself and 

stated that he was in attendance this evening as a result of Ms. Eirich’ s attendance at the board 
meeting requesting some direction to the planning commission as far as projects for the upcoming 
year.   
 
He noted that the SLDO was the most important thing to get through, but also as important was 
the list of recommended Zoning changes that were created in August 2013, which he shared with 
the members.  He was hoping the members would work on this item parallel with the SLDO as the 
memo containing the Zoning to the SLDO recommendations from Rettew may eliminate some of 
the items on the list he provided all together. 
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Another item he would like the commission to consider was looking at a reasonable overlay to 
give to the EXPO so that they can continue to operate without violating the current zoning.  He 
expressed his position on the positives of this facility and wanted to do whatever we could to have 
it continue as a viable business in our community.  He recognized that they are not operating as an 
AG facility thus the reason for the zoning reconsideration.  He provided sample overlay language 
that he had located.  There was a lot of discussion concerning the EXPO as a whole the impact of 
certain events and how traffic and other issues will be addressed.  There was also a question as to 
whether the Springwood Master Traffic Study included opening this venue to additional traffic. 
 
He thought the three items provided were important and hoped the membership would keep them 
as their priority. 
 
Lastly he reminded the members that as an advisory board solely comprised of volunteers he 
acknowledged their contribution to the community but reminded them that as an advisory board he 
as a supervisor might not always agree.  Although he appreciates what they do as elected officials 
they will have the final say.  In closing he advised that he is planning to attend all of their 
meetings moving forward as he likes to see them at work first hand.  He asked for any questions. 
 
Mr. Kreider stated that he has serious concerns with the township appointing Steckbeck’ s firm 
and is concerned that they will eventually end up reviewing plans that they had previous 
involvement with. 
 
Mr. Abram agreed and stated that if there was any instance of that they should report it to either 
himself or the manager.  There are enough engineers that this should never be something we need 
to worry about. 
 

8. Any Other Business –No other business this evening. 
 
9. Announced Next meeting – Wednesday, April 30, 2014 at 7:00PM Ms. Eirich announced the 

next meeting. 
 
8. Adjournment With no other business Ms. Eirich declared the meeting adjourned at 8:19PM. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Robin L. Getz, Recording Secretary  
On behalf of 
Ed Copenhaver 
Secretary 
rlg 


